
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) WFO Implementation

On April 21, 2003, the Deputy Secretary issued DOE N 481.1A “REIMBURSABLE WORK FOR DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY.” This Notice authorizes a modified process for the acceptance, performance, and administration of work from the DHS by DOE contractor and Federally operated laboratories, sites, and other facilities.

This Notification provides guidance specifying the costs charged to DHS will be consistent with the cost of similar work performed for DOE at the laboratory or site.  DHS will not be required to pay the DOE Federal Administrative Charge (FAC), general site safequard and security costs, or personnel costs in excess of the amount that DOE programs incur for their own work requirements.  However, other requirements remain applicable, such as, the full and advance-funding requirements. 

Furthermore, the Notice states that DOE may accept and perform work for DHS at those laboratories and sites, consistent with the resources provided, and perform the work on an equal basis with other missions at the site and not on a non-interference basis with other missions of the site.

DOE O 481.1B has a provision regarding the Economy Act that prohibits WFO agreements from competing with the private sector.  In general, DOE O 481.1B does not apply to DHS work. However, the restriction in paragraph 4a of DOE O 481.1B, remain applicable with DHS work:  DOE laboratory or site contractors are prohibited from responding to a DHS Request for Proposals (RFP) as offerors, team members, or subcontractors to offerors.  

Such work for the DHS shall be accepted, performed, and administered by the contractor in accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) as signed between the DHS and DOE.   The MOA recognizes that DOE and DHS anticipate that DOE capabilities may assist DHS in executing its mission.  However, a statement is required in the agreement and funding document by DHS stating, “This agreement is entered into pursuant to the authority of Section 309 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, Public Law 107-296 (6 U.S.C. 189).”
